Health before simplification

Appeal from the Italian medical and scientific community on the Food and Feed Safety Omnibus

To the Italian Members of the European Parliament; the Minister of Health; the Minister of
Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forestry; and the Minister of the Environment and Energy
Security

Dear Members of the European Parliament, Dear Ministers,

The undersigned organisations express deep concern about several provisions of the Food and Feed
Safety Omnibus that risk weakening European safeguards against exposure to hazardous pesticides.
Simplifying procedures is a legitimate objective, but it must not mean reducing health protection or
limiting the use of the best and most up-to-date scientific evidence.

Our concerns are shared by authoritative international scientific organisations, including the
Endocrine Society (ES), the European Society of Endocrinology (ESE) and the European Society for
Paediatric Endocrinology (ESPE). Concerns about the proposal have also been raised in an
independent scientific assessment commissioned by the Dutch Parliament and by researchers
writing in Science.

In the current Food and Feed Safety Omnibus, we identify:

Four main concerns

e Approvals without an expiry date. Removing periodic pesticide reassessment risks delaying the
incorporation of new scientific knowledge, including evidence on endocrine disruption, into
regulatory decisions.

e Derogations for hazardous substances. The amendment to Article 4.7 could extend for up to
five years the use of substances that should be excluded under hazard-based criteria.

e Longer grace periods. Pesticides that have already been banned, including endocrine disruptors,
could remain on the market for up to three years, prolonging avoidable exposure.

e Less consideration of new evidence. National authorisations must be able to take account of
the latest scientific knowledge, including evidence that emerges after initial approval. Public-
health decisions must be based on the best evidence available at the time of the decision.

Why this is a health issue

Some pesticides can act as endocrine disruptors by altering essential hormonal signals and are
associated with reproductive, metabolic and neurodevelopmental effects, as well as certain
hormone-dependent cancers. Particular attention must be paid to critical windows of development
— pregnancy, fetal life, childhood and adolescence — during which some exposures may have lasting
consequences. Farmers, agricultural workers and rural communities may also face higher exposure.

We therefore call for

1. mandatory periodic reassessment of pesticides to be maintained;



2. derogations and excessively long grace periods for substances recognised as hazardous to be
rejected;

3. regulatory and authorisation decisions to use the best and most up-to-date scientific evidence
available, in accordance with the precautionary principle.

Following the Council meeting of 14 September and ahead of the vote by the European Parliament’s
ENVI and AGRI Committees scheduled for 5 October, we call on Italy to support these priorities and
preserve the high level of health protection established by European legislation. Regulatory
simplification must not result in reduced protection. The health of present and future generations
must remain at the centre of European food and pesticide policies.

Yours sincerely,

Stefania Manetti, Presidente Associazione Culturale Pediatri (ACP)
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Hanns Moshammer President International Society of Doctors for the Environment-Italy (ISDE)
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Christine Magendie, President European Confederation of Primary Care Paediatricians (ECPCP)
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Key references: Science (2026), doi:10.1126/science.aeg8744; joint letter from the Endocrine
Society, ESE and ESPE of 2 September 2026; independent scientific assessment commissioned by
the Dutch Parliament (April 2026).
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